Abstract
Introduction
The presence of China in Africa has received much attention in recent years, as shown by the diversity of opinions and perceptions (Sautman & Hairong 2006 , 2007a , 2007b Taylor 2006; Chidaushe 2007; Melber 2007; Brautigam 2008 Brautigam , 2010a de Oliveira et al. 2008; Guerrero & Manji 2008) . From within Africa, views largely express some sense of appreciation but also fears and caution with regards to the implications of the role of China in the continent. To many Africans, China's recent intensification of relations with Africa pre- Reactions have emerged from both state and non-state actors alike. Civil society organisations (CSOs), as part of the latter category, are beginning to be vocal at the national level in most African countries, even though to a lesser degree at the Pan-African level. However, despite these noises, African CSOs have yet to come up with strategies for effective engagement with their own governments on ChinaAfrica relations (Ong'ayo 2010). Moreover, African CSOs have not paid attention to the necessity of engaging with the Chinese government and CSOs in China, despite the magnitude of inroads China has made into many parts of Africa and the ramifications of its engagement with different governments in the continent. A related concern is the absence of Africa's own perspectives in the China-Africa discourse. While the debate is gaining momentum at local and global levels, the voices of Africans -especially their CSOs -still echo those of their Western donors.
Current changing global power relations between Western and emerging global powers such as Brazil, China and India (Broadman 2007) are likely to have an immense impact on Africa. These developments and what they mean for Africa (Goldstein et al. 2006; van Dijk 2009) have, however, not received much attention in terms of case studies that could reveal the actual impact in specific country contexts and on government policy initiatives in response to the broader framework of China's involvement in Africa. However, since 2006, the China-Africa debate has intensified and elicited interest both in the West and in Africa, with various institutions, academics and CSOs beginning to take keen interest in the subject in an attempt to unravel the factors behind this phenomenon and the paradigm shift in Africa's receptiveness and embracement of China. Earlier examples of such initiatives within the African context include the work undertaken at Stellenbosch University, which has provided a platform
